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Happy New Year, everyone!
It pleases me to say that we
have had an amazing De-
cember membership drivel
Ten new members have
joined our ISES family and
we are making sure we wel-
come them with open arms.
There is quite a buzz going on for our
chapter in 2008. Our committees are
working hard to produce more educao-
tional programs, CSEP study sessions, and
a new and improved website!

Debra Bellinghausen

Please take some time in 2008 to partici-
pate in ISES!  We are growing, but we
can't be strong without your support.

Submit an article for the newsletter, join a
committee, host a meeting! Your participo-
tion is vital to the success of this organiza-
fion!

Many of you will be attending The Special
Event Educational Conference and Trade
Show in Atlanta this month. | encourage all
of you to share your experiences and ideas
with fellow members! TSE is an enriching
conference that | urge all to attend at least
once. lts all about sharing ideas and bring-
ing innovative techniques to achieve the
ultimate special event!

Have a very safe and prosperous new year!

Debra Bellinghausen
President- ISES Houston Chapter

Communications
Committee 2007-2008

Mia Monroe, VP
Texas Medical Center

Debra McDonald
Corporate Events and
Occasions

Heather Hamilton- Sims
Jubilee, ACEC

Rayford Mitchell
Jubilee, ACEC

Heidi Novosad
Sullivan Group

David Postma
Genesis Photographers

Breaking into the Event Business

By Bill Steigerwald, CSEP; EVENTions

ver the last few

years, | have

coached dozens

of people in how
to break info corpo-
rate/convention (or non-
social) event management. It's something
| promised myself | would do because |
found it difficult myself, and | had years of
strong, applicable experience.

Bill Steigerwald, CSEP

First, I'd say, the event industry is challeng-
ing in Houston because we don't an abun-
dance of jozzy, national conventions,
which in cifies like Los Angeles, San Antfo-
nio, and Chicago, help event businesses
grow and be more stable. But we are a
boomtown, with a population explosion
and $90+/barrel oil, so opportunities in
events are growing.

The typical event planning business is small
and built on projects, so life can be rocky.
If you have some professional work experi-

ence, but you need a median-level income,
you might want to consider what | call shoul-
der opportunities. They have an event plan-
ning component but involve other responsi-
bilities, too. Those might be positions in hotel
catering, large event facilities and colleges,
and positions in development at non-profit
organizations.

But if you have to be an event producer, this
is a business of experience, organizational
ability, resources, best business practices,
and personal interaction skills - not flair.  All
the desire and the friend’s birthday parties
you've planned don't count for much. To
get a start in an event management com-
pany, you could start in a position that helps
you earn your pay - by being a secretary, an
outside salesman, or a contract event coor-
dinator. Or you could look to join a com-
pany’s internship program. At the Sullivan
Group, they hire strictly from contract/intern

(Confinued on page 5)
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Member Spotlight: Dan O’Brien, J & D Entertainment

By Haley Doyle, En Vogue Events

This month ISES would like to recognize one
of our awesome new members, Dan O’Brien!
Dan, Co-Owner of J & D Entertainment,
joined in during our December online mem-
bership drive and he's looking to make an
impact! A few notable things about Dan
that makes him stand out:

Favorite phrase: If you can dream it, we can

entertain itl (Do | smell a company slogan?g)

Favorite smell: Raindrops on Roses and Whiskers on...Wait, wrong
person, that's not me. | like the smell of puppies.

Best way to unwind: Socializing with friends.

What does Melissa want to be when she grows up?

Exactly what he already is- Happy. Right on!

To learn more about Dan and his company, please visit
www .janddentertainment.com
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Student Member Spotlight: Karen Bautista, University of Houston

By Rayford Mitchell, Student

Karen is a graduate student and expects to
graduate again in August 2008. She is cur-
rently a member of the Graduate Student
Association, the International Special Events

| ety. This past summer Karen was a planning
committee member for the ISES Awards Gala
that was held in August af the Hotel ZaZa.
Karen has an undergraduate degree in
Chemistry from the University of St. Thomas
and recently completed a two-year fellow-
ship, where she worked with various depart-
ments and student organizations on events
and special projects. Currently, Karen is the
Admissions Events coordinator at the University
of St. Thomas. Her future career aspirations include working as
an event planner focusing on corporate events.

Q. Which living person do you most admire?

A. My parents...they’'ve made me into the person | am
today and have always supported me along the way.

Q. What would you most change about yourself?

A. Probably the fact that | tend to take on a lot of things
at once and that | can be indecisive at times.

Q. Why do you want to be in the events industry?

A. | enjoy the creativity, the constant action and of

course having the opportunity to work with so many
different people.

Q. Describe your favorite event experience?
A. For me every event that | work on provides me with a

different learning experience and satisfaction level.
I'm all about everyone having a good time.
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Q. What did you most want to be when you grew up?

A. Growing up | wanted to be a pediafrician...who would
have guessed right?

Q. Where do you see yourself in five years' time?

A. Event Coordinator with a focus on corporate events

Q. What are your distinguishing qualities?

A. my positive attitude, attention to detail, hard work

ethic, dedication, passion for event planning, and my
honesty... not to mention that | always have a smile on

my face.
Q. What five things could you not live without?
A. Other than my family and friends...cell phone, laugh-

ter, digital camera, music and my day planner (I'd be
lost without itl)

Q. What tips would you give to others entering the events
industry?
A. Things will never go exactly as planned so be prepared

o just go with the flow and adjust as needed. And no
matter what happens keep a positive attitude.

Q. What's the most important lesson life has taught you?
A. Never give up and give it your best. At some point it will
all pay off.

ATTENTION STUDENTS: Need more hours to fulfill your student
membership requirements2 Join a committee! Gain the
experience you need to begin an exciting career in event
management and you'll earn your hours for ISES! To join a
committee, contact Hedi Aghajani for Membership:
hedi@courtyardonstjames.com, Mindy Reynolds for Pro-
grams: mreynolds@uhd.edu, or Mia Monroe for Communi-
cations: mia_monoe77@yahoo.com
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2007-08 Houston Chapter Board of Directors
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Directors

...Our very own Paul-David Van Atta
and Matthew Finnan, both of the Hilton
Americas Houston, were each recipi-
ents of a 2007 Texas Star Award2 Paul-
David was awarded in the category of
Best Catered Event by a Hotel in a Hotel
with a Budget over $35,000 for the event
“A Touch of Classical”, the Houston
Symphony's annual Gala. This event
was an evening built around the blend-
ing of different genres, generations,
music, art and cuisine, which guests
thoroughly enjoyed.

Matthew took home the award for Best
Catered Event On-Premise for Baylor
College of Medicine's Club Fever, “A
Blast from the Past”, a special event
benefiting the Baylor Clinic Adult Out-
patient Cancer Center.

Please join us in congratulating Paul-
David and Matthew for their out-

standing achievements!

SKokoRokokR Kok Rk ok Rk kR Rk kR ko kokok >k k

The Houston Chapter of the National
Association of Professional Organizers
(NAPO) will host their second regional
conference January 25-26, 2008 at the
Doubletree Downtown in Houston,
Texas. The theme of the conference is
"The Balancing Act," and Monica Ricci
and Casey Lee will be the keynote
speakers this year.

Ricciis the author of Organizing Your
Office in No Time and has made several
appearances on "Mission: Organization.”
Self-described as "The Publicity Diva,"
Lee is the author of several books in-
cluding 52 Ways to Get Famous and
Taking the Work Out of Networking.

Four concurrent sessions including pres-
entations focusing on residential orga-
nizing, business organizing, AD/HD, per-
fectionism, and marketing will be of-
fered. An"Ask the Organizer' panel of
seasoned professional organizers will
round out the day. An extensive Vendor
Expo with the latest products is open
both days.

Registration information is available
online at www.napohouston.com and
click on conference.

President

Debra Bellinghausen

Director of Sales and Special Events
The HESS Club

713.627.2283 x102
debrab@hessclub.com
www.hessclub.com

President-Elect

Deborah Elias, CSEP, CMP
Owner. Elias Events, LLC
713.334.1800
debbie@eliasevents.com
www.eliasevents.com

VP, Membership

Hedi Aghajani

Director of Catering and Sales
The Courtyard on St. James
713.621.0555 x18
hedi@courtyardonstjames.com
www.courtyardonstjames.com

VP, Communications
Mia Monroe
Event Coordinator

Edwin Hornberger Conference Center of
the Texas Medical Center

713.791.7674
mia_monroe77@yahoo.com
www.tmc.edu

VP, Education and Programs
Mindy Reynolds

Coordinator of Special Events
Office of the President

University of Houston- Downtown
713.221.8503
reynoldsm@uhd.edu
www.uhd.edu

Immediate Past President
Veronika Millstid- Levine

Owner

Bailey Connor Catering
713.932.8335
vmillstid@sbcglobal.net

www .baileyconnorcatering.com
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Sharlene Barris
Events Coordinator

Hidden Oaks Bed & Breakfast/ Dreamworld
Events

713.640.2457
sharlenebarris@sbcglobal.net
www.hiddenoaksbnb.com

Mary Kay Brady

Senior Account Executive
Colonnade Events

713.682.9000
mkbrady@colonnadeevents.com
www.colonnadeevents.com

Dick Didow

CEO

Catch the Moment
877.895.8700
rdidow@catchthemoment.com
www.catchthemoment.com

Tiffany Johnson

Distinguished Events Manager

High Plains Division

American Cancer Society Houston Metro
713.706.5685

thecrown@peoplepc.net
www.cancer.org

Dave Vandiver

Owner

Show Business Entertainment, Inc.
713.869.6100
showbizdave@houston.rr.com
www .showbusinessonline.com

Yvonne Wilson, TMF
Owner

YVONNE'S Floral Delights
281.252.3233
Yvonne@y-f-d.com
www.y-f-d.com

| SAVE THE DATE |

ISES Houston January Happy Hour
When: Wednesday, Jan. 16, 2008
Time: 5:30pm

Where: Salud! Winery

3939 Montrose Blvd.

Houston, TX 77006

www.iseshouston.org



Welcome New Membersl!

The December online membership drive was outstanding for ISES! International has re-
corded well over 400 new members for the month alone! The Houston Chapter has added

10 new members to the fold! On behalf of the Board of Directs and the entire membership,

please join us in welcoming the following new members:

Nancy B. Deane

Vice President - Sponsorships, Events and

Promotions

Invesco/AIM

11 E Greenway Plaza, Ste. 100
Houston, TX 77046
Nancy.Beck@aiminvestments.com

Jon C. Halbur

Co-owner

J & D Entertainment, LLC

1911 Wagon Gap Trail
Houston, TX 77090
j125o0n@aol.com

www .janddentertainment.net

Terry Leibowitz

Member Relations Director

The Downtown Club

1100 Caroline

Houston, TX 77002

ferry leibowitz@ourclub.com
www.thedowntownclubhouston.com

Michael B. Longust

President

Le Jardin Events

17103 Bamwood

Houston TX 77090
lejardinevents@sbcglobal.net
www.LeJardinEvents.com

Andy Lytwyn

Owner

Cosmo Cool Concepts, Inc.

1704 Seamist Drive; Ste. 410
Houston, TX 77008
alytwyn@cosmocoolconcepts.com
www.CosmoCoolConcepts.com

Danielle M. Mack

Development Associate - Special
Events

Baylor College of Medicine
One Baylor Plaza, MS: BCM 160
Houston, TX 77030
daniellm@bcm.edu
www.bcm.edu

Dan O'Brien

Co-owner

J & D Entertainment, LLC

1911 Wagon Gap Trail
Houston, TX 77090
danobrien123@earthlink.net
www .janddentertainment.net

Tammy E. Price
Photographer/Owner
Tammy Price Photography
608 W. 17th Street
Houston, TX 77008
tammyprice@mac.com
www.tammy-price.com

Frank Velasco, i

Director of Promotions

Lopez Negrete Communications
3336 Richmond Avenue, Ste. 200
Houston, TX 77098
frey@lopeznegrete.com

Jo Ann S. Woodward

Owner

Schwartz & Woodward

6123 Piping Rock Lane

Houston, TX 77057
joann@schwartzwoodward.com
www.schwartzwoodward.com
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Caftch the Moment was
notified this week that they
have been selected by the
NFL to wuse their green
screen photo and video
systems for Super Bowl XL11
held in Phoenix on February
3d 2008. The announce-
ment came this week from
Dick Didow, CEO of Catch
the Moment. Dick sits on the
Houston Chapter of ISES
and is a past VP of Member-
ship. He currently sits on the
national ISES membership
committee.

In addition, the contract
includes the NFL Experience
which starts 10 days before
the Super Bowl and will in-
clude 2 green screen video
systems where the atten-
dees can pretend they are
the announcers and calling
an exciting play for their
favorite team. Didow said
that there will be as many
as 11 green screen photo
ops at different functions
leading up fo and including
the day of the game. The
photos will allow people to
walk away with a photo of
themselves in a football
scene and branded with
NFL and sponsor identifica-
fion.

Official
Photographer
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Its Not Too Late to Register for The Special Event 2008
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The Special Event is the Premier Annual Tradeshow and Conference for Event Professionals in

the United States. The conference will take place January 15-18, 2008 at the Georgia World

The Congress Center in Atlanta, GA. Many of your local members will be in attendance and many
of the board members will attend special ISES Leadership sessions that will be aid in making

Don't miss your opportunity to design your events with a full palette of the latest and greatest

event products and services. With the great ideas you collect on the Special Event 2008 exhibit

hall floor, from over 300 exhibiting companies, you can transform and upgrade your events for
years to come. Even a small addition or change to your events

s ecia each chapter leader stronger and more effective.
o8]
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can make a big difference...floral, tabletops, wedding prod-

ucts, linens, software and much more.

Much of The Special Event's success can be attributed to the quality of the educational
conference program. Over half of the visitors to the show attend the conference program.
Attendees can select from over 150 hours of excellent event education organized info 8

conference tracks:

Business and Professional Development
Design Need passes to the TSE Trade
Show?

Food Service and More Catch the Moment, official pho-

° Event Monogemen’r tographer for The Special Event
2008, has FREE passes to the TSE
e Sales and Marketing trade show! Contact Dick Didow

at (713)553-6200 for more details!

¢ Wedding
e EventTools and Resources

e ISES (includes information sessions on the CSEP exam)

AT CNN CENTER

The official host hotel for
The Special Event 2008

For more information about this amazing conference and to register to attend, please visit The Special Event’s official web-

site at www.thespecialeventshow.com.

(Continued from page 1)

positions, allowing persons a chance to gain experience and prove
their abilities. Or, toke fime to expand and grow your
skills/qualifications and work in some of the cornerstone disciplines.
Catering and decorating, | think, are especially good at teaching
and reinforcing the essential organizational skills and event logistics.
Next to those fields, rental companies, and audio visual companies
are great proving grounds, foo. If you put time and your heart info
work here first, opportunities in event management will avail them-
selves.

Above all, when you are looking for work, don’t email a resume and
ask for a response. THIS IS THE HOSPITALITY INDUSTRY — we engage
people, use our personal appeal to win projects and get things
done. We also go out of our way to show hospitality skills — be hum-
ble, responsive, and TAKE INITIATIVE. If you find any of these con-
cepfts difficult, please don’t delude yourself about wanting to be an
event planner. But if all of these descriptors apply to you, don't give
up - you are what the event industry needs.

Are you an ISES member
with a few things to say?
Do you have a special busi-
ness ahhouncement? Have
you learhed of a nhew trend
you'd like to share with
others? Just wanhna see

yourself published? Submit
your articles to

for consideration.
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