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Deborah Elias, CSEP, CMP

Deborah Elias, CSEP, CMP
Elias Events, LLC
2008-09 President, ISES Houston Chapter

Now Offering: Local Job Posting Services

We are now taking Networking to another level. Looking for that perfect
job? Trying to find high-quality candidatese Do you want industry profes-
sionals to see your current job opening? ISES Houston Chapter proudly in-
troduces our new Job Posting Services.

Due to the ever-increasing demand for intelligent, qualified candidates,
we are now offering Job Postings Services. We will post your current job
opening on our website for 20 days. Included in this posting will be a new
feature on our email campaigns, with a link to current jobs. This will put
your current job opening in front of hundreds of people with nearly 500
impressions during the course of a 90 day period.

If you are interested in broadcasting your job opening, email us aft:
communictions@iseshouston.org for additional information.
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INDUSTRY NEWS

ISES Dallas Raises Over $25,000 for Hurricane lke Relief

By Lori Evans

Hurricane lke barreled
into the densely popu-
lated Texas coast near
Houston early on Satur-
day, September 13, 2008
bringing with it a wall of
water and ferocious

cause catastrophic flood- s
ing along the Gulf of '
Mexico and cripple the
fourth-largest U.S. city.
lke, which has idled more
than a fifth of U.S. oil production, came ashore
at the barrier island city of Galveston as a
strong Category 2 storm at 2:10 a.m. CDT (3:10
a.m. EDT) with 110 mph winds, the National Hur-
ricane Center said. It is the biggest storm to hit
a U.S. city since Hurricane Katrina devastated
New Orleans in 2005. The hurricane drove a
wall of water over Galveston and submerged a
17-foot sea wall built to protect the city after a
1900 hurricane killed at
least 8,000 people.
More than half of its
60,000 residents had
fled and emergency
operations were sus-
pended through the
storm. About 50 miles
inland, lke lashed
downtown Houston's
glass-covered skyscrap-
ers, blowing out win-
dows and sending de-
bris flying through wa-
ter-clogged city streets. Buildings were dam-
aged and there were fallen trees and power
lines across the Houston area. Houston was
dark Saturday morning except for downtown
and the Texas Medical Center, which are fed
by underground power sources. Nearly all 2
million customers, or 4.5 million people, in the

Houston-Galveston
s mmmm® o N

September 15, 2008

== were without power. "This is
& o huge storm that caused

i O lot of damage, not only

Bl in Texas, but also in parts of

e Coming to Houston's res-

m cue, ISES Dallas members
and many area Event In-
dustry Professionals came
together to present "A Pro-
duction for Reconstruc-
tion," a fundraiser benefiting the victims of Hurri-
cane lke at Gilley's Dallas. The special evening
was a huge success, raising over $25,000 for The
American Red Cross, to aid in their relief efforts
on the Texas Gulf Coast. The idea for this soiree
came after employees from Outstanding Produc-
tions and Fauxcades, volunteered at area Ameri-
can Red Cross relief centers the weekend that
Hurricane Ike struck South Texas. They saw first-
hand how The American Red
Cross was in desperate need
of cash after recent national
S - ncrgencies. They got to-
gether to call upon their cli-
ents, colleagues, loyal ven-
dors, and residents of the
® Dallas Metroplex to ask for
help. Donations of re-
sources, time and talent
came rushing in immedi-
ately. The generous owners
of Gilley's Dallas stepped up
to offer the venue for the
event, and their in-house catering company, G
Texas Custom Catering, said they would provide
the food.

Entertainment for the evening was donated by a
variety of ISES Dallas members and included a

band on the main stage and a fabulous Las Ve-
(Continned on page 3)
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MEMBER NEWS

ISES Houston Welcomes New Members!

Jan Cancila, Owner
The Linen House

(713) 522-1711
Jan@linenHouse.com

Rhonda L. Light, President
Premiere Events

(979) 690-9678
rhonda.light@verizon.net

Samantha A. Darr,
Principal/Lead Consultant
soireebliss! llc

(214) 679-1603

info@soireebliss.com
www.soireebliss.com

www.LinenHouse.com

Phoebe K. Childers, Owner/President
Corporate Expressions

(281) 807-7898
phoebe@corporateexpressions.cc
www.corporateexpressions.cc

Torrye J. Metoyer, Marketing Coordinator
P2 Energy Solutions

(713) 590-9264

tmetoyer@p2es.com

Malori Isham, Student
(713) 334-1800
malori@eliasevents.com

Kelli Christofferson, President
Designology Ink

(713) 865-2444
kelli@designologyink.com
www.designologyink.com

Join ISES and gain access to ever-expanding educational and networking resources.
Join today at www.iseshouston.org.

What is Certified Special Events Professional (CSEP)?

The CSEP designation is the hallmark of professional achievement in the special events industry. It is
earned through education, performance, experience and service to the industry and reflects a
commitment to professional conduct and ethics.

The CSEP designation is awarded by the International Special Events Society (ISES) and its Certifica-
tion Committee. ISES is the only international umbrella organization representing professionals in alll
disciplines of the special events industry. To find out more about the CSEP designation, visit
www.ises.com/CSEP.

Continued from page 2 -

gas Casino with arockin' DJ. Also, a Silent Auc-
fion stocked with all kinds of fantastic items
ranging from intimate dining experiences to
sports and theatrical attractions, luxury services
and personal products and one-of-a-kind
works of art by local artists, as well as a Live
Auction including a 40" plasma screen televi-
sion, a home theater system and an adorable
Shih Tzu puppy - all of which was donated on a
moment's notice! "It's been an extremely hum-
bling experience to see the generosity of our
community,” said Raymond T. Shelton, Na-

tional Sales Director for Fauxcades. "Literally
every person we called upon stepped right up
and either donated something for the event or
an item for our auctions. I've been in the event
industry for over 15 years on the non-profit side,
and it would have taken a whole year to put to-
gether an event this size; but with the help of alll
of our generous colleagues and fellow ISES Dallas
members, we were able to do this all in one
week!"

mmmm® o w
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MEMBER NEWS

2008-09 Houston Chapter Board of Directors

President

Deborah Elias, CSEP, CMP
Owner. Elias Events, LLC
713-334-1800
president@iseshouston.org

President-Elect
Mia Monroe, MTA

Development Associate—Special
Events

Society of the Performing Arts
713-632-8103
vicepres@iseshouston.org

VP, Membership

Tiffany Johnson

Distinguished Events Manager
High Plains Division

American Cancer Society
Houston Metro

713-706-5685
membership@iseshouston.org

VP, Communications

Heather Hamilton-Sims

Chief Event Officer

Simply Jubilee Events
713-443-2588, ext. 250
communications@iseshouston.org

VP, Education and Programs
Haley Hughes

Owner

En Vogue Events
281-414-0844
programs@iseshouston.org

Immediate Past President

Directors

Sharlene Barris

Events Coordinator

Hidden Oaks Bed & Breakfast/
Dreamworld Events
713-640-2457
sharlenebarris@sbcglobal.net

Matthew Finnan

Assistant Director of Catering
Hilton Americas- Houston
713-577-6054
matthew.finnan@hilton.com

Craig Howard

National Sales Director

Corporate Incentive Travel, Inc.
713-320-7234
choward@corporateincentivetravel.net

Lori Evans

Catering and Sales Manager
Courtyard on St. James
713-621-0555
lori@courtyardonstjames.com

Veronika Millstid- Levine
Owner

Bailey Connor Catering
713-932-8335
vmillstid@sbcglobal.net

Jasmine Torres
Marketing Coordinator
Biz Radio Houston
713-773-2378
jasmine@bizradio.com

Adrienne Wagenheim

SAVE THE DATES

ISES Houston Upcoming Events

November Chapter Meeting
November 5, 2008
Hilton Houston Post Oak
5:30 Registration

December Chapter Meeting
Date TBD

January Chapter Meeting
January 7, 2009
Details to follow

The Special Events 2009
San Diego, CA
January 26-30, 2009
www.thespecialeventshow.com

February Chapter Meeting
February 4, 2009
Details to follow

March Chapter Meeting
March 4, 2009
Details to follow

April Chapter Meeting
April 8, 2009
Details fo follow

Share you company's accomplish-
ments, the latest frends in the
industry or your cutting edge

ideas. Get published in Soiree, ISES

Debra Bellinghausen Owner o oicaton. Submit
General Manager Ideal Party Decorators HO.US on s publication. sbbmit your
The HESS Club 713-661-1113 arficles ’rg . .
713-627-9983 commuhlcof|9ns@|seshousfon.orq
for consideration.
debrab@hessclub.com
Emmm® N
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MEMBER NEWS

Q. What is your position with Q. How do you unwind?
the company? A. Listen to music or watch funny TV shows
A. Social Catering Manager

Q. What makes you happy?

Q. Provide a brief descrip- A. My family and friends.
tion of what your company
does in the event industry. Q. Describe your favorite dining experience?
A. The Houstonian Hotel, A. It was on aranch in Patagonia — the best
Club and Trellis Spa plays barbgued lamb | ever tasted with a smooth Malbec
hosts to social and corpo- looking out at the Argentinean outback.
rate catering events as well
providing hotel rooms and resort amenities. Q. What did you most want to be when you grew
up?
Q. Any specific accomplishments you would like to A. Entertainment Reporter
highlight? (Limit 2 please)
A. Training for the Houston Marathon Q. What would be your dream holiday?
(accomplishment in the making) A. Galapagos Islands
Q. What do you usually drink? Q. What's your favorite phrase?
A. Grey Goose and Tonic with Lime A. Yikes!
Q. What's your favorite smell? Q. What tips would you give to others entering the
A. Baking bread and fresh baked chocolate chip events indusiry?
cookies A. Be very patient and be willing to put forth the ef-
Q. Which living person do you most admire? fort to be successful.
A. My Mother And never burn any bridges.
Q. What's the most important lesson life has taught
Q. What would you most change about yourself? you?
A. Care less what other people think A. Everything happens for a reason

Online Social Networking with ISES

By Heather Hamilton-Sims

Technology is forever evolving and what is hot now will be out of date in six months. The online social networks
are following the same suit. A few short years ago MySpace was the hottest social network to be a part of and
now there is Facebook, LinkedIn, Twitter and countless others.

ISES Houston Chapter has established pages on MySpace, Facebook and Linkedin. Our goal is to stay con-
nected with it’'s members and others in the events industry, provide chapter updates, form discussion groups
and share our best practices. Check out our pages and stay connected:

MySpace: www.myspace.com/iseshouston

Facebook: www.facebook.com/people/lses Houston/1464050414

LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/in/iseshouston

mmmm® o om

November 2008 [5] www.iseshouston.org



By Craig Howard

Cirgue Imagination presents Mon-

MONTAGE

CIRQUE DU SOLEIL

tage! But don't be intimidated! Itis a
grand show of circus daring and skill,
starring former members of Cirque du
Soleil's Mystere, O, Sultimbanco, Ale-
gria and Quidam. This production
aims to defy the perception of what is
possible, fusing strength, flexibility and
technical skill, fostering an apprecia-
tion for the beauty and capabilities of
the human body.

For years we have provided exciting
Cirque du Soleil inspired shows featur-
ing former Cirque performers. More
than 25 world class performers fill our
elite roster as the best of the best.
Currently our tfroupe continues to
amaze the corporate circuit including
conventions, product launches and fradeshows. Pri-
vate parties, award shows and galas — let us use our
imagination and give rise fo your event as you join our
world of make believe.

We offer packaged shows ranging from 20 minutes to
2 hours in length. One of our most popular is per-
formed with only minor rigging involved. Our free
standing pole rigging assembles in minutes to support
our aerialists and pole climbing performances — cato-
pulting our performers up to 20 feet high in the air. Be-
fore you know it — the rigging is disassembled and trav-
els with ease as we return home. Our unigque rigging
apparatus allows us to standout from other Cirque
companies in ways you never imagined.

Travel with us as we raise the bar to new heights. Our
creative power has no bounds — join us on our voyage
as we journey through our fascinating world of imagi-
natfion. Cirque Imagination! Cirque Imagination! Our
imagination became a reality for one reason - to pro-
duce first class Cirque entertainment at an affordable
cost with superior quality.

Our company is comprised of former Cirque du Soleil

LocAL CHAPTER NEWS

Help Raise Money for ISES and Enjoy the Show Too!

artfists who have perfected their art
to entertain you! With more than 25
impressive artists — you will be
amazed and delighted by their ac-
robatic flair. Selecting the right pro-
duction company is essenfial to the
success of any event. Our manage-
ment team has created unique, up-
scale entertainment in a wide array
of venues. We design entertainment
for corporate meetings and trade-
shows, incentive programs, fundrais-
ers and private celebrations. Multi-
media production, stage creation,
décor, lighting, menu design and
talent —we manage it alll Not only
do we imagine the most unique
event experience for you — we guar-
antee it!

Our team produces each and every event with the
utmost creativity, energy and dedication. Like our
contortfionist — we “bend over backwards” for our
clients. Our imagination, commitment, diverse talent
and long standing relationships with premiere ven-
dors from around the world - these vital elements
are crucial to the success of your event.

We possess these components to ensure that every
Cirque Imagination affair is delivered with perfec-
fion. No matter how big or how small — we orches-
trate each affair with individual care - paying atten-
fion to every detail. Imagine your every desire with
Cirque Imagination! Cirque Imagination is produc-
ing (8) live theater performances on January 7-11,
2009 at the Stafford Performing Arts Theater. We are
offering to ISES the opportunity to receive a gener-
ous rebate of $10 per ticket sold through Ticketmas-
ter.com or at the theater box office.

For any questions, please contact Craig Howard at
713.320.7234.
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